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Milwaukee Public Museum design team begins
planning for new facility with state road trip
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The Milwaukee Public Museum’s Streets of Old Milwaukee exhibit. The museum has been in its current building since 1962.
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Based on current timelines, the Milwaukee Public Museum
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plans to complete the building's design by March 2022
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followed by a construction bid date of December 2022.
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Construction is then expected to start in 2023 with substantial
completion by 2025 and full completion in spring 2026.
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"The way we structured this project was that the architecture
and exhibit design were to be done in tandem, so conceptual
design was really meant to be collaborative," the Milwaukee
Public Museum's chief planning oﬃcer Katie Sanders said.

Learn More

Sanders said normally in a project of this scale, either
architecture or exhibit design will be done one at a time with
the other being retroﬁtted based on what has already been
designed.
"For us it’s been really wonderful to see the teams working
together in a very synergistic and collaborative process and
designing this building and the exhibits within to be a holistic
approach," she said. "They’ve coordinated their schedules so
that the museum is making decisions on both aspects at the
same time."
This seven-day road trip was one very tangible way the team
was able to begin this collaborative process. It also helped
team members, whether from Wisconsin or from other states,
understand the cultural and natural identity of the state.
For Jarrett Pelletier of Ennead Architects, the most rewarding
experience was talking with Gary Zimmer at the Otter Creek
Organic Farm to learn more about the complexity to organic
farming and how the farm's soil relates directly to the history
of the region.
"I think the impression that I wasn’t really expecting was
really to understand all of the diversity in the state, the
diversity of the landscapes, diversities of the people. There
was such a richness to it, and each stop that we went to there
was a very deep and layered, multi-veiled story that we
heard," Pelletier said.
For Oronde Wright, the lead designer on the museum project
from Thinc Design, experiencing the beauty and what he
described as "magic" of The Ridges Sanctuary in Door County
left a lasting impression.
"It’s this fairly small patch of land, but it had such a unique
formation that I had never seen before where it’s ridges in the
land where the water comes in and it creates this unique
biome and this little mini ecosystem that puts it on a global
level in terms of diversity and uniqueness in terms of the life
that lives there," Wright said.
Chris Ludwig, architect and senior designer at Kahler Slater, is
a Milwaukee native, so he went into the trip with a great
understanding of Wisconsin already. He left experiencing
what he called "a deeper, more intimate knowledge of this
place where I come from and so many other people and
cultures have come from."
Every site visited captured the diversity in Wisconsin's
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natural and cultural DNA. It's what the team hopes to capture

Expanding Apprenticeships

Sponsored Content

in the new building, which directly showcases that
intersection.
"There is a uniqueness here. That’s what we’re looking deeply
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into with the help of the museum because it’s that
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uniqueness that we need to bring to this building," Ennead
Architects designer partner Todd Schliemann said. "It’s not
just the natural history museum. It’s not a museum of dead
things in the past. It also is culture and that is exciting to us
because that’s unique. It’s very rare we get the opportunity to
do a building like this."
Schliemann said the team is committed to making the
architecture something that speaks to the broad public.
Thinc Design principal Tom Hennes said the next steps in this
design process is synthesis. The team has spent a great deal of
time understanding more about the state of Wisconsin and
listening to parties that will be impacted and use the project.
"We’re beginning to develop a whole range of ideas which will
be continually synthesized through this phase to come up
ultimately with a concept that then will be visible to the
public," Hennes said. "If you think of the museum as a social
ecology, it’s not just a place. It’s not just an organization, but
it is an open system that invites broad participation that has
centers of knowledge, resources within it that people can use
to diﬀering ends."
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